
October 27, 2014 –  

Welcome  

It is with great excitement we share with you our first newsletter from the University of 
California, Davis Rangeland Watershed Laboratory. In an effort to increase communication with 
rangeland stakeholders in California and the greater West, we will be sharing with you 
periodically a newsletter featuring invitations to our events, highlights on rangeland research and 
updates on our ongoing research projects. The aim of this newsletter is to expand the 
communication of rangeland management, science, and policy. We look forward to seeing you at 
our next workshop regarding Ranching and California’s Drought on November 7 (details below). 
Additionally, we encourage you to ask questions regarding the information shared in the 
newsletter and request you share the newsletter with other rangeland stakeholders that will assist 
all of us in making a positive impact on the ecological health, economic prosperity, and cultural 
preservation of California’s working rangelands. 
   Sincerely,  

Rangeland Watershed Laboratory Group 

Event - Ranching and California's Drought - Workshop & Webcasts 

You are invited to participate in a workshop and webcast on 
Ranching and California’s Drought scheduled for Friday, 
November 7, 2014. The workshop is hosted by the Rustici 
Rangeland Endowments and will take place on the UC Davis 
campus. There are also 16 satellite locations available across 
California where you can participate in the workshop and 
partake in local discussions. The event will feature 
presentations from the Drought Monitor authors about how 
the drought location and severity mapping is conducted,  how 



the map is used in determining qualifications for drought assistance, and how on-the-ground 
California data from rangelands can be included in weekly drought maps. For more information 
on the event or to register please click here.   

Research - Cattle Grazing and Clean Water Coexist (From UC Davis News) 

A study published in July 2013 in the journal PLOS 
ONE, finds cattle grazing and clean water can coexist 
on national forest lands. This study is the most 
comprehensive examination of water quality on 
National Forest public grazing lands to date. The 
research was conducted in 2011, during the grazing 
and recreation season of June through November. 
Nearly 40 UC Davis researchers, ranchers, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture Forest Service staff and 
environmental stakeholders went out by foot and on 
horseback, hiking across meadows, along campsites, 
and down ravines to collect 743 water samples from 155 sites across five national forests in 
northern California. These areas stretched from Klamath National Forest to Plumas, Tahoe, 
Stanislaus, and Shasta-Trinity National Forests. They included key cattle grazing areas, 
recreational lands and places where neither cattle nor humans tend to wander. The scientists 
found that recreation sites were the cleanest, with the lowest levels of fecal indicator bacteria. 
They found no significant differences in fecal indicator bacteria between grazing lands and areas 
without recreation or grazing. Overall, 83 percent of all sample sites and 95 percent of all water 
samples collected were below U.S. Environmental Protection Agency benchmarks for human 
health. Click here to read the study.  

To subscribe to receive the newsletter please email tkschohr@ucdavis.edu. 

http://rangelandwatersheds.ucdavis.edu/main/DroughtWorkshop_November_7_2014.html
http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0068127

